
Me, myself, and I
My favorite subject at school was.. .philosophy.

When I wake up I.. . quickly check my weight in the bathroom, before sitting down in front of the PC
for the day�s E-mails

The most significant scientific advance of this century has been...the trial to switch on the LHC at
CERN.

If I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be...Hypatia of Alexandria,
Leonardo da Vinci, and Marie Skłodowska Curie.

The three things I would take to a desert island would be...a sealed package of unknown content, a
bunch of videotapes but without a video player, and a Wilson volleyball (see Tom Hanks� survival kit in
“Cast Away”).

My first experiment was.. .an attempt to analyze the composition of the smoke after blowing up a
sample of black powder.

My most exciting discovery to date has been...the MoZn12 compound, I really love it.

My biggest motivation is.. .the success of my students.

The best advice I have ever been given is.. .from my maths professor: “Make one mistake only once.”

If I could be a piece of lab equipment, I would be...an X-ray diffractometer: it must be fun to see all the
guys praying to me, the oracle.
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